
 

RELAXING IN THE SUNSHINE AND  

ENJOYING A GREAT BOOK IS ONE  

OF THE VERY BEST THINGS  

ABOUT THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS. 

HERE ARE SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR  

GREAT ‘SUMMERY’ BOOKS! 

   Year 7/8 Recommended Reads  

   

 

John, Susan, Titty and Roger sail their boat, Swallow, to a deserted island  

for a summer camping trip. 

Exploring and playing sailors is an adventure in itself but the island holds 

more excitement in store.  

Two fierce Amazon Pirates, Nancy and Peggy, challenge them to war and 

a summer of battles and alliances ensues. 

Some secrets last a lifetime. When Becky and her mum move to the tiny 

village of Oakbridge, Mum is hoping for a new beginning. But when Becky 

discovers an old photo of her mum in hospital clutching a baby, twelve 

years before Becky was born, Becky becomes haunted by the thought that 

her mum is keeping something from her. Stifled by her mum's over-

protectiveness and depressive moods, Becky feels more alone than ever. 

The only place she finds comfort is at the beautiful local Butterfly Garden 

with her new friend, the wild-spirited and impulsive Rosa May. But Becky 

can't shake off the unanswered questions. Why can't she swim? Where is 

her dad? Who is the baby in the photo? And why is her mum lying to her? 

As the two girls spend more time together however, Rosa May's 

unpredictable temper and possessive streak suggests that she is hiding 

something as well...and in the heat of the sun-drenched summer, it seems 

that Becky is the only one in the dark. 

 

On holiday in Cornwall, Simon, Jane and Barney Drew discover an ancient 

map in the attic of the Grey House, where they are staying with their 

mysterious Great-Uncle Merry. 

They know immediately that it is special. But it is much more than just a 

map. It is the start of a quest to find a grail, a source of great power that 

could contain - or resurrect - the powerful, age-old forces of evil in the 

world. And the Drews are not the only ones searching for it. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Escaping the ills of the British climate, the Durrell family - acne-ridden 

Margo, gun-toting Leslie, bookworm Lawrence and budding naturalist 

Gerry, along with their long-suffering mother and Roger the dog - take off 

for the island of Corfu. But the Durrells find that, reluctantly, they must 

share their various villas with a menagerie of local fauna - among them 

scorpions, geckos, toads, bats and butterflies. 

 

Cat is the glue holding her family together. When her little brother Chicken    

has a meltdown, she knows just how to calm him, whether it's scratching 

his back or reading his favourite book. 

They've always had a special bond. But with their mum working extra hard 

after their dad's death, Cat is struggling to keep everything afloat. When 

Cat and Chicken unexpectedly end up spending the summer with the 

grandparents they have never met, Cat suddenly has the space to be a 

child again. 

Gradually, she discovers that days on Gingerbread Island are full of fishing, 

fireflies and new friendships - as well as a lifetime of family secrets. Could 

this summer be Cat's chance to bring her fractured family together again? 

 

Gracie and her friend, Daniel have always been warned to stay away from 

the Birdman and his side of the island. 

But then, they find a message in the sand and discover the Birdman is not 

who they thought. 

They build up a lovely friendship with him, but when the children get 

stranded on Samson Island they don't know whether to believe the 

birdman's story that the island is cursed. 

Set on a remote island against the backdrop of World War I, this story will 

captivate and delight young readers. 

 

When orphaned Laura Marlin moves from a children's home to live with 

her uncle in Cornwall, she longs for a life of excitement just like the 

characters in her favourite detective novels. A real life adventure is on 

hand as she is deposited at her uncle's spooky house . . . Why does her 

uncle, Calvin Redfern, forbid her to go to Dead Man's Cove? 

What's the truth about Tariq, the silent Indian boy who lives with the 

flamboyant Mukthars? 

Who is J? Who has left the message in a bottle for Laura to   discover? 

Mysteries abound and who better to solve them than Laura Marlin, ace 

detective?  

 



  

 

 

It’s summer vacation, the weather is great, and all the kids are having fun 
outside. 

So where is Greg Heffley? Inside his house, playing video games with the 

shades drawn. Greg, a self-confessed indoor person, is living out his 

ultimate summer fantasy: no responsibilities and no rules. 

But Greg’s mum has a different vision for an ideal summer . . . one packed 
with outdoor activities and family togetherness Whose vision will win out? 

Or will a new addition to the Heffley family change everything? 

 

The Skylarks' War is a beautiful story following the loves and losses of a 

family growing up against the harsh backdrop of World War One, from the 

award-winning Hilary McKay. Clarry and her older brother Peter live for 

their summers in Cornwall, staying with their grandparents and running 

free with their charismatic cousin, Rupert. But normal life resumes each 

September - boarding school for Peter and Rupert, and a boring life for 

Clarry at home with her absent father, as the shadow of a terrible war 

looms ever closer. When Rupert goes off to fight at the front, Clarry feels 

their skylark summers are finally slipping away from them. 

Can their family survive this fearful war? 

The four girls and their absent-minded father head off for their summer 

holidays, but instead of the cosy tumbledown cottage they expect, they 

find themselves on a huge estate called Arundel, with magnificent gardens 

ripe for exploring. It isn't long before they become embroiled in all sorts of 

scrapes with new-found friend, Jeffrey - but his mother, the icy-hearted Mrs 

Tifton, must be avoided at all costs. Chaotic adventures ensue, and it soon 

becomes a summer the sisters will never forget... 

 



 

 Year 9+ Recommended Reads 

  

 

 

 

 

Growing up in her sleepy Cornish village dreaming of being a writer, 

sixteen-year-old Lou has always wondered about the grand Cardew House 

which has stood empty for years. And when the owners arrive for the 

summer - a handsome, dashing brother and sister - Lou is quite swept off 

her feet and into a world of moonlit cocktail parties and glamour beyond 

her wildest dreams. 

As she grows closer to the Cardews, is she abandoning her own 

ambitions... and is there something darker lurking at the heart of the 

Cardew family? 

In the town of Newsands, painfully shy Alex is abandoned by his two best 

friends for the summer. But he unexpectedly lands a part-time job at 

Wonderland, a run-down amusement arcade on the seafront, where 

hegets to know the other teen misfits who work there. Alex starts to come 

out of his shell, and even starts to develop feelings for co-worker Ben... 

who, as Alex's bad luck would have it, has a girlfriend. Then as debtors 

close in on Wonderland and mysterious, threatening notes start to appear, 

Alex and his new friends take it on themselves to save their declining 

employer. But, like everything in Wonderland, nothing is quite what it 

seems... 

A beautiful and distinguished family. 

A private island. 

A brilliant, damaged girl; a passionate, political boy. 

A group of four friends—the Liars—whose friendship turns destructive. 

A revolution. An accident. A secret. 

Lies upon lies. 

True love. 

The truth.  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

After a devastating scandal breaks in her elite New York City private school, 

Magdalena is shipped off to her family home to spend a summer 

recovering under the radar. Over-medicated and under-confident, she 

spends her days in a fog, hiking in the woods behind her grandparents' 

cottage. But then a gorgeous boy called Bo stumbles across her picnic 

blanket and Magdalena starts believing she might be able to move on from 

her past. Bo is wild and free and he gets her. Finally she's starting to feel… 
something. 

But there's something dark going on in this sleepy town, and when a 

mutilated body is found in the woods near Bo's forest home, it's clear that 

Magdalena's nightmare is just beginning. She's no longer sure if she can 

trust anyone - even herself . . . 

 

It's 1988. Charlie Bell is still mourning his father, and struggling to figure 

out how he feels for his best (girl) friend, CJ. When he gets into trouble one 

too many times, he's packed off to stay with his grandparents for the 

summer. There his cousin Roxie introduces him to a whole new world: 

basketball. 

A legend on the courts is born. But can Charlie resist when trouble comes 

knocking once again? 

From the New York Times-bestselling author Kwame Alexander, Rebound is 

a stunning coming-of-age novel in verse about basketball, family and 

staying true to yourself. 

Carmen, Tibby, Lena and Bridget have been best friends all their lives and 

usually spend every moment of their long summer holidays together. The 

year they turn 16 is the first time they have separate plans for the summer 

but the girls are determined to keep in touch. Tibby buys a pair of jeans in a 

second-hand shop and the girls discover that the trousers magically fit each 

of them perfectly, despite their different figures and heights. They hit upon 

a wonderful plan of sharing the jeans throughout the vacation - sending 

them on to the next friend when they feel the time is right. 

From California to Greece, from film-making to football, the girls - and the 

travelling pants - encounter first love, family upset and fatal illness. Secure 

in the knowledge that their friendship is constant - and the symbol of it 

need never be more than a parcel-delivery away - the girls survive their 

summer and return home with a wealth of new experiences to share. 

 

https://www.waterstones.com/author/kwame-alexander/2247845


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pete Boland was busy doing nothing that summer. Long, stiflingly hot, lazy 

days stretched ahead of him.  

Then she called. 

It was Nicole. 

'Listen, Pete. . . you know that funfair, up at the recreation ground...I 

thought we could all meet up...you know, for old times sake.' 

But, where there are old times, there are old tensions. And as secrets, 

bitterness and jealousies resurface, five old friends are plunged into the   

worst night of their lives. . . 

It was only an accident but it would change their lives forever. 

Last summer, four terrified friends made a desperate pact to conceal a 

shocking secret. But now, someone has learned the truth, and the horror is 

starting again. There is an unknown avenger out there who is stalking 

them in a deadly game. Will he stop at terror--or is he out for revenge? 

This summer, four friends are going to learn that some secrets just won't 

stay buried. 

 

Harper Lee’s tale of racism in Depression-era Alabama is narrated by 

tomboy youngster Scout.  

One hot summer, a black man is charged with raping a white woman, an 

alleged crime that scandalises the small-town community and sends 

tensions soaring. As her father is tasked with defending the case, Scout 

begins to question all that she has known about her world and the people 

in it. No longer is hers a carefree existence where folks drink iced tea on the 

porch to ward off the relentless heat. 

 


