
Phase Two Bridging Work: English Language and Literature 

Staff contact Details: Miss R Millar rmillar@chippingnortonschool.org  

Introduction to the course GCSE Flashback A level subject preparation tasks 

● Course introduction 

Please watch this video which takes 

you through the course.This provides 

further explanation about what the 

course looks like, and what texts you’ll 
study.  

1 hour.  

 

● Exam board specification 

Here is the specification for AQA 

English Language and Literature. 

You should take time to read through 

this to decide whether you like the look 

of the course content.  

1 hour.  

 

● Helpful textbooks & revision guides 

This revision guide is a fully 

comprehensive guide to the course and 

includes lots of helpful hints and tips.  

● Grammar revision booklet 

This booklet takes you back through some 

basic grammar that you revised throughout 

KS3 and KS4.  

There are nine sections, each of which 

should take about 30mins to complete, so 

total time to complete should be around 5 

hours. 

Please submit by Fri 3rd July 

 

● Revising Genre, Audience and Purpose 

This short Youtube video takes you through 

a basic revision of genre, audience, purpose 

and register – all aspects of GCSE English 

Language, and the foundations of the Paris 

Anthology, studied in Term 1 of Y12. 

The video is under 5 min long, so we advise 

using it to make some fresh new revision 

materials on these topics. 

1 hour. 

Please submit by Fri 12th June 

● Reading of core texts 

The Handmaid’s Tale is studied in Term 1 of 

Year 12, and so completing the reading of this 

prior to the course is essential for a successful 

start to Year 12. 

Reading the book will take between 6-8 hours.  

 

● Checking understanding of core texts 

Complete this short quiz to check your 

understanding of The Handmaid’s Tale. 
30mins 

Please submit by Fri 19th June 

 

● Applying understanding of core texts 

Use your new knowledge of the characters 

from The Handmaid’s Tale to complete these 
character profiles for Serena Joy and Moira. 

2 hours.  

Please submit by Fri 26th June 

mailto:rmillar@chippingnortonschool.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6mIl-Ui6pyo
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-language-and-literature-7706-7707
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Level-English-Language-Literature-Student/dp/1107465664/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=aqa+english+language+and+literature&qid=1590757760&sr=8-4
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z9c4sEQ99kka98Wo3m2trA133PgE28Fz/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGaMB7OcXeY&list=PLqGFsWf-P-cBJyO6jD2a6e9UKuq2FA1iS&index=8&t=0s
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Handmaids-Tale-Vintage-Classics/dp/1784873187/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=the+handmaid%27s+tale&qid=1590749974&sr=8-2
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vqECgMkx2RZAEEzae1sBCLHe8lMum5rP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IrnVHi9SD_8IdynqgsVycsZHCuOcpQnb/view?usp=sharing


Purchase of this is not compulsory, and 

would be for independent revision use 

and not class work. 

 

Either of these two revision guides on 

Handmaid’s Tale: York Notes or Letts, 

could be useful for your own 

independent revision. Both are widely 

available for second-hand purchase. 

 

● Advice from current Y12 students 

Please have a read of the attached 

advice from some of our lovely Year 12 

students, and spend some time 

reflecting on whether this sounds like 

the course for you. 

30 mins 

 

 

 

 

● Checking Understanding of GAP 

      Complete this short MCQ to check what you 

      have remembered from GCSE, and what 

      you have learned from the video above. 

      30 mins. 

      Optional submission 

 

 

 

● Revising Language and Literature from 

GCSE 

Choose two activities from page 3 in this 

PiXL transition booklet titled Suggested 

Reading and Associated Activities. 

These activities will help you revise key skills 

of analysis and creative writing from both 

GCSEs that you will need to use again at A 

Level. 

2 Hours 

Optional submission 

 

  

● The Handmaid’s Tale - essay 

Write an essay in response to the question: 

What role does Moira play in The Handmaid’s 
Tale? How does her significance change as the 

story progresses? 

Aim to write between 600 - 800 words. 

2 hours  

Please submit by Fri 10th July 

● New genre exploration 

Choose two activities from page 4 in this PiXL 

transition booklet titled Links with activities to 

five websites where you can explore texts and 

ideas which you will come across during the 

course. 

These activities allow you to explore genres of 

writing which you have not studied at GCSE but 

you will encounter when studying the Paris 

anthology. 

2 hours. 

Optional submission 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Handmaids-Tale-York-Notes-level/dp/1292138181/ref=sxbs_sxwds-stvp?cv_ct_cx=letts+handmaid%27s+tale&dchild=1&keywords=letts+handmaid%27s+tale&pd_rd_i=1292138181&pd_rd_r=ace48e13-85ed-4eaa-9ff8-cebdf56e6887&pd_rd_w=LmJ4N&pd_rd_wg=pfcvK&pf_rd_p=d9b87ec0-c7c2-464c-b8a6-2e7b5576127a&pf_rd_r=T4V1DEX5D90F2J45B6D1&psc=1&qid=1591022623&s=books&sr=1-3-718396de-69ac-46a0-9195-9669ab0086b2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Level-Letts-Explore-Handmaids-Tale/dp/1857588436/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=letts+handmaids+tale&qid=1591022680&sr=8-1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1neQpI7DWJQqAYWKyhwLmPunJu4F5At-d/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VLMjdyJ-VhXaG3E32Fp-ZK8ZW8M9biax/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17Z1IVRWgoaNMtbwilkiYiiDDnfiQ3Zg3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17Z1IVRWgoaNMtbwilkiYiiDDnfiQ3Zg3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17Z1IVRWgoaNMtbwilkiYiiDDnfiQ3Zg3/view?usp=sharing

