
Phase Two Bridging Work: Sociology  

Staff contact Details: Mrs Bridget Gray; bgray@chippingnortonschool.org  

Introduction to the course A level subject preparation tasks 

Course overview - this is a really exciting A Level. It is current, 
essential, political, eye opening and can be life changing, I outline 
the course in the attached pdf.  

Specification - Follow this link to the specification as well as 
examples of exam papers and further resources/course information 
AQA Sociology A Level  

Text books - We use the Ken Browne Sociology for AQA Volumes 
1 and 2 for A Level. We provide copies of these text books.  

Books and Folders - We provide A4 exercise books for each topic 
and one for essays. However, some students keep a file and 
therefore need lined paper and dividers for each Topic. 

Attached pdf  - the pdf directs you to the appropriate tasks and reading 
for each week. The work should take about 2 - 3 hours per week. The 
pdf includes:  

1. Overview of the course with videos 
2. Worksheets and written tasks.  
3. Essential reading - I have scanned the Introductory Chapter for 

Ken Browne Year 1 Sociology.  

 

Work to submit by July 12th -  The ‘essay’ which is outlined in the pdf 
on week 4.  

Bridging Work 1 - please do still read one or more books from the list 
on Bridging 1 and watch a film or two!  

  

 

 

mailto:bgray@chippingnortonschool.org
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-level/sociology-7191-7192


Welcome to Sociology Bridging 2

In this power point you will find: 
1) A slide show with explanatory videos introducing you 

to the course.  
2) Tasks for each week. 
3) Suggestions for how to ‘make notes’

Each week, as well as the set task/s, you need to 
complete 1 hour of reading from the Introductory 
chapter to Sociology AQA Year 1. 

Welcome and introduction 

https://youtu.be/4XgtO-kSKw8


Sociology 
Bridging work 2

WEEK 1 

Week 1 tasks

https://youtu.be/dT-boK3esrc


What is Sociology?





Week 1 task A) 

1) read the next 4 slides. 

2) In your own words explain what the 
sociological imagination is. You can use the 
example in the text, or try to think of your own.

(You only need to write a small paragraph.) 



What is the Sociological Imagination?

Are you aware of how your personal situation is linked to the forces of history and the society you live in? The 

sociological imagination is a concept used by the American sociologist C. Wright Mills to describe the ability to 

“think yourself away from the familiar routines of everyday life” and look at them from an entirely new 

perspective. In order to develop such skills, you must be able to free yourself from one context and look at 

things from an alternative point of view.



Private troubles, public issues

One of the simplest and most common definitions of sociology is ‘the study of people in social groups.’ 

Although this is a limited definition, it nevertheless identifies the main concern of the subject. People are social 

beings, not just individuals with their own separate lives. Their lives are shared with others and shaped by the 

society in which they live. How different would your life be if you have been born a hundred years ago or been 

born into an aristocratic family? How would this have affected your education, your family life, your political 

views or your job opportunities?

Describing sociology, the American social scientist C Wright Mills makes the distinction between private 

troubles experienced by the individual and public issues of society as a whole. Mills argues that ‘personal 

troubles’ are events which happen to an individual and which affect only that individual and those immediately 

around them. ‘Public issues’ are the broader issues which are to do with large scale social institutions, social 

groups and whole societies. Mills illustrates this distinction using the example of unemployment. 

‘In these terms consider unemployment. When in a city of 100,000 only one person is unemployed, that is their 

personal trouble, and for its solution we properly look to the character of the individual, their skills, and their 

immediate opportunities. But, when in a nation of 50 million employees, 15 million people are unemployed, 

that is an issue, and we may not hope to find its solution within the range of opportunities open to any one 

individual. The very structure of opportunities has collapsed. Both the correct statement of the problem and 

the range of possible solutions require us to consider the economic and political institutions of the society and 

not merely the personal situation and character of a scatter of individuals’ (Mills, 1970) 



Mills argues that to understand individual experiences we have to look beyond the personal circumstances in 

which they occur. We have to examine the structure of society by looking at those social institutions which 

reach down into these personal circumstances and which shape individual ‘troubles’. It is not that sociologists 

are unconcerned about ‘personal troubles’. Instead they argue that many ‘personal troubles’ can only be fully 

understood by an examination of broader ‘public issues’. Mills concludes that this requires an awareness of 

social structure and the ability to trace the links between the wider society and the lives of individuals. ‘To be 

able to do that is to possess the sociological imagination.’ (Mills 1970)

The Sociological consciousness

Sociologists study the social behaviour of people. But what kinds of questions do they ask? Peter Berger 

suggests that sociology is based on a critical awareness of social life. Nothing is taken for granted and everything 

is open to question. This awareness challenges everyday explanations and understanding, asking why people 

think and behave in the way that they do and digging deep to find hidden motives, causes and consequences. In 

Berger’s words:

‘It can be said that the first wisdom of sociology is this – things are not what they seem. Social reality has many 

layers of meaning. The discovery of each new layer changes the perception of the whole.



Sociology is a distinctive way of thinking, a particular awareness of the nature of social life, an 

unwillingness to accept the superficial and the apparently obvious. In short there is such a thing as the 

‘sociological consciousness’. What appears on the surface to be true may not, after sociological 

examination, actually be the full story. For example, the law in our society exists to protect us all. But the 

sociologist is only too aware that other, alternative interpretations exist. Who makes the law? In whose 

interests are laws made? Are all laws equally enforced? Questions such as these probe the apparent reality 

and reveal all kinds of cross currents below the surface. Sociologists know there are important questions to 

be asked of every aspect of society and of social life, taking nothing for granted and seeking understanding 

of the meanings behind our social life.

To ask sociological questions then, presupposes that one is interested in looking some distance beyond the 

commonly accepted or officially defined goals of human action. It presupposes a certain awareness that 

human events have different levels of meaning, some of which are hidden from the consciousness of 

everyday life. It may even presuppose a measure of suspicion about the way in which human events are 

officially interrupted by the authorities, be they political, juridical or religious in character. The sociological 

perspective can then be understood in terms of such phrases as “seeing through” or “looking behind”.

People who like to avoid shocking discoveries, who prefer to believe that society is just what they were 

taught at school, who like the safety of rules should stay away from sociology. People who feel no 

temptation before closed doors, who have no curiosity about human beings, who are content to admire 

scenery without wondering about the people who live in those houses on the other side of that river, 

should probably also stay away from sociology.’ (Adapted from Berger, 1966)



Week 1 Task B) 

Read the next 8 slides and watch the videos to 
learn more about Sociology A Level. 



Year 1

Families and Households

Education with Methods 
in Context

Research Methods

Year 2

Global Development

Crime & Deviance

Theory & Methods

A Level exams at the end of the 2nd

year: 

3 x 2 hour written exams

(combination of short answers and 
longer essays)

course outline

https://youtu.be/AO_S7iS3CEY


Theory 

https://youtu.be/dILJnD4Ah4w


Families and Households

https://youtu.be/EnUtQBT0gPA


Education with methods in context 

https://youtu.be/NEIFmRCl8Bw


Research Methods

https://youtu.be/g9an_O5H_as


Crime and Deviance

https://youtu.be/Uzm9XEOCXr4


Global Development 

https://youtu.be/Up9U2A8Wryw


Sociology…

• Researches social problems and provides 
solutions

• Seeks social justice

• Influences how we live

• Advises governments 

• Involves debate and discussion 

• Inspires passion for the world

• Can be life changing  - personally and for 
others 



Sociology 
Bridging 2 

WEEK 2



Week 2 Task A) :

Look at the following 4 pictures and answer the 
questions. 

(Each week, as well as the set task/s, you need to complete 1 hour of reading from the 

Introductory chapter to Sociology AQA Year 1. )



THINKING LIKE A SOCIOLOGIST

1) Why do you think stop and 
search powers are controversial?

2) People get a lot of their ideas 
about crime from the media –
Explain whether you think TV 
shows etc. can cause crime or not.

3)  Explain what you think the 
purpose of punishment should be.



THINKING LIKE A SOCIOLOGIST

1)Which pupils do you think are 
most affected by school closures 
and why?

2) Why do you think sociologists 
might be concerned about 
teacher predicted grades? 

3) Other than an academic 
education, Can you think of at 
least 3 other functions that 
schools provide their pupils? 



1) What do you think has caused this 
family to live here? 

2) Find out what UNHCR stands for

3) Consider what impact being a 
refugee can have on a family. Can 
you think of 3 – 5 short and long 
term impacts. 

4) Explain whether you think the 
international community (other 
countries and charities) has a role to 
play in offering aid to people in other 
countries.

THINKING LIKE A SOCIOLOGIST



1) What different roles within 
the family do you think the 
husband and wife have in this 
family? 

3) Other than raising children 
what other roles do you think 
the Family has in society? 

4) Explain whether you think the 
Family is an important 
institution within society today. 

THINKING LIKE A SOCIOLOGIST



Week 2 Task B :

On the following  2 slides we will explore issues of disability, 
employment, poverty, austerity and identity. 

Viewing warning: the second video has distressing elements and 
hard to watch in places.

(Each week, as well as the set task/s, you need to complete 1 hour of reading from the 

Introductory chapter to Sociology AQA Year 1. )



Disability and employment
Watch this video
Then, answer these questions:  

1. The medical model of disability is used by doctors to describe people with differences 
from the norm, what do they literally mean by the term disabled?

2. By the use of the term disabled what sorts of activities are seen as being down to ‘bad 
luck’?

3. In this model who has the responsibility for overcoming barriers in life?

4. The social model of disability comes from sociology and questions what the term 
disability actually means, how is it qualitatively (meaningfully) different from the model 
applied by doctors?

5. Why don’t disabled people, in work for example, reach their full potential according to 
the social model?

6. What barriers do nearly all ‘disabled people’ face?

7. The disability discrimination act was introduced by Labour in 2005 – what must all 
employers and buildings with public access do since then?  (It’s in the video.)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=24KE__OCKMw&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR23H-BIWV8GlSH6pKWBSWqe4Cva9cagdk-9NjXX3WMpNcvcOoZTm6lnSXU


Disability, Austerity and Identity

Watch video here

Then, answer these questions:
1. Alex lives in inaccessible housing – how does this exacerbate her disability?

2. Alex needs four or five medicines a day, what effect has austerity had on her ability to 
acquire them?

3. Austerity has meant that Alex no longer gets the sanitary wear that she needs, how do you 
think this effects her self concept?

4. What could the government do for Alex that could improve her life in the long term?

5. Outline the skills Alex has got that any employer could make use of.

6. By using the social model of disability explain why Alex is having a very difficult life and is 
living in poverty

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fbUqcc2bGs&fbclid=IwAR1FT_c-Tvtke-udOSMqs8Sk2fh1gqko2_ul_C5o4QufWFciU1sZSUGGFEs


Sociology 
Bridging 2

WEEK 3



Week 3 Task  
Perspectives challenge! 

Pick a current controversial issue that you are interested in… for example:
• Lockdown rules and Dominic Cummings,
• foxhunting, 
• private schools, 
• legalising cannabis, 
• capital punishment etc… 

You need to find at least three different perspectives, (points of view), on 
your chosen issue. 
Present the different perspectives as a collage, Venn Diagram, cartoon 
debate, mind map (any other way you like)

• Outline each perspective  - explain their view. Can you find out why this 
person/group hold this particular view? What has led them to think this 
way? (e.g. religion, media, personal experience, family influence…) 

• Show how they disagree/agree with each other and why. 
• Draw conclusions on which perspective you most agree with and why



Sociology 
Bridging 2

WEEK 4



Week 4 Task  
The Essay! This is something I can’t wait to read! 

Choose one of these:

1) ‘The coronavirus will change UK society for the better.’
2) ‘Globalisation is only ever a good thing.’
3) The individual person is more important than the group.’
4) ‘Society can never be rid of racism’ 
5) ‘The current teenage generation is the most open minded generation 

there has ever been.’ 
6) ‘Protesting is not the right way to achieve change in society.’

Write approximately 1 – 2 sides of A4 discussing your statement. You should 
try to present a balanced view on the statement and try to develop a 
discussion between the views. You might be able to use examples or 
statistics to support your points. You should try to come to a conclusion 
where you make a firm view agreeing or not with the statement. 



Sociology 
Bridging 2

WEEK 5



Week 5 Task  -
Creative week! This week choose one (or more) of the creative tasks

1. Timeline of Education – Draw a history timeline of changes in educational policies.
2. Flipbook/Comic – Draw how school has changed in each decade in the UK (BBC2 

iPlayer ‘Back to school’ series will help with this).
3. Local crime diary – Use police.uk website to look at local crime in your area, keep a log 

of which crime is most common and in which areas.
4. ‘Cereal Packet’ Family – Take a cereal box, and turn it inside out. Draw or use 

magazine cuttings to create a traditional ‘cereal packet’ family. (You’ll need to find out 
what we mean by cereal packet family first!) 

5. Family tree – Make a family tree of a celebrity or your own family, (BBC1 iPlayer ‘Who 
do you think you are’ has some good examples). Can you find out and label the types of 
family you draw? (e.g. nuclear, beanpole, single parent etc) 

6. Sociology Timeline – Create a historical timeline of all the sociological approaches.
7. Sociology octopus – Create an octopus from a cardboard tube, then with string attach 

to each ‘tentacle’ a different institution or group.
8. Make a puppet to illustrate structural or social action views (see p. 18) 
9. Collage of the coronavirus – use newspaper cuttings, photos, screenshots from social 

media to present the main stories and events from the last few months and the impact 
on society.

10. Whole World – research world maps (e.g. worldmapper.org) and present a range of 
different views of our world eg by wealth, health, education and other sociological 
topics



Appendix – note making

How do I make notes from the Introductory 
chapter? 

Things to copy: 
• Headings 
• Definitions 

Things to summarise and turn into bullet points: 
• The main text  - see next slide



Copy the 

definitions 

– create a 

glossary 

or flash 

cards for 

key terms 

and their 

meanings

Para 1 as 

notes: 

Socialisation  

-carried out 

by agencies 

e.g. family, 

education, 

religion, 

media. 

Para 3 as 

notes: 

These 

agencies 

influence 

our identity

Para 4 as 

notes: 

Whilst we are 

socialised, 

we also have 

free will, we 

are not 

passive 

victims of 

socialisation

I have copied the key terms and their definition 

therefore I do not need to define and explain them 

again when I use them in my notes. 



Note taking – Cornell notes 
Another method is the Cornell note method (you can look this up on youtube) 
In a nutshell it is this:

Divide your page up with a large area in the middle for the notes. 
A summary space at the bottom
On the left space for key names/dates/key words 

This method ensures you don’t copy out the text book and it helps you revise from 
your notes. It’s a win-win model! 



The end! 

I hope you have enjoyed this bridging work and 
look forward to meeting you soon! 

Mrs Gray
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