Phase Two Bridging Work: Sociology

Staff contact Details: Mrs Bridget Gray; bgray@chippingnortonschool.org

Introduction to the course

A level subject preparation tasks

Course overview - this is a really exciting A Level. It is current,
essential, political, eye opening and can be life changing, | outline
the course in the attached pdf.

Specification - Follow this link to the specification as well as
examples of exam papers and further resources/course information
AQA Sociology A Level

Text books - We use the Ken Browne Sociology for AQA Volumes
1 and 2 for A Level. We provide copies of these text books.

Books and Folders - We provide A4 exercise books for each topic
and one for essays. However, some students keep a file and
therefore need lined paper and dividers for each Topic.

Attached pdf - the pdf directs you to the appropriate tasks and reading
for each week. The work should take about 2 - 3 hours per week. The
pdf includes:

1. Overview of the course with videos

2. Worksheets and written tasks.

3. Essential reading - | have scanned the Introductory Chapter for
Ken Browne Year 1 Sociology.

Work to submit by July 12th - The ‘essay’ which is outlined in the pdf
on week 4.

Bridging Work 1 - please do still read one or more books from the list
on Bridging 1 and watch a film or two!



mailto:bgray@chippingnortonschool.org
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-level/sociology-7191-7192

Welcome to Sociology Bridging 2

Welcome and introduction

In this power point you will find:

1) A slide show with explanatory videos introducing you
to the course.

2) Tasks for each week.
3) Suggestions for how to ‘make notes’

Each week, as well as the set task/s, you need to
complete 1 hour of reading from the Introductory
chapter to Sociology AQA Year 1.


https://youtu.be/4XgtO-kSKw8

Week 1 tasks

Sociology
Bridging work 2

WEEK 1



https://youtu.be/dT-boK3esrc

What is Sociology?
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"Neither the life of an individual
nor the history of a society

can be understood
,?‘\ :

without understanding ‘s’
both." '
- C. Wright Mills




Week 1 task A)

1)  read the next 4 slides.

2) In your own words explain what the
sociological imagination is. You can use the
example in the text, or try to think of your own.

(You only need to write a small paragraph.)



What is the Sociological Imagination?

The Sociological Imagination

“Neither the life of an individual
The Sociological Imagination is nor the history of a society
stimulated by a willingness to C-'l?hb”‘un%c!r'-!c mfh N
without unaerstanqun
view the social worid from the both " RNEEeL
perspective of others. -C. WrightMiis ™ @
It involves moving away from
thinking in terms of the
individual and their
problems, focusing rather on
the social circumstances that
produce social problems.

Are you aware of how your personal situation is linked to the forces of history and the society you live in? The
sociological imagination is a concept used by the American sociologist C. Wright Mills to describe the ability to
“think yourself away from the familiar routines of everyday life” and look at them from an entirely new

perspective. In order to develop such skills, you must be able to free yourself from one context and look at
things from an alternative point of view.




Private troubles, public issues

One of the simplest and most common definitions of sociology is ‘the study of people in social groups.’
Although this is a limited definition, it nevertheless identifies the main concern of the subject. People are social
beings, not just individuals with their own separate lives. Their lives are shared with others and shaped by the
society in which they live. How different would your life be if you have been born a hundred years ago or been
born into an aristocratic family? How would this have affected your education, your family life, your political
views or your job opportunities?

Describing sociology, the American social scientist C Wright Mills makes the distinction between private
troubles experienced by the individual and public issues of society as a whole. Mills argues that ‘personal
troubles’ are events which happen to an individual and which affect only that individual and those immediately
around them. ‘Public issues’ are the broader issues which are to do with large scale social institutions, social
groups and whole societies. Mills illustrates this distinction using the example of unemployment.

‘In these terms consider unemployment. When in a city of 100,000 only one person is unemployed, that is their
personal trouble, and for its solution we properly look to the character of the individual, their skills, and their
immediate opportunities. But, when in a nation of 50 million employees, 15 million people are unemployed,
that is an issue, and we may not hope to find its solution within the range of opportunities open to any one
individual. The very structure of opportunities has collapsed. Both the correct statement of the problem and
the range of possible solutions require us to consider the economic and political institutions of the society and
not merely the personal situation and character of a scatter of individuals’ (Mills, 1970)



Mills argues that to understand individual experiences we have to look beyond the personal circumstances in
which they occur. We have to examine the structure of society by looking at those social institutions which
reach down into these personal circumstances and which shape individual ‘troubles’. It is not that sociologists
are unconcerned about ‘personal troubles’. Instead they argue that many ‘personal troubles’ can only be fully
understood by an examination of broader ‘public issues’. Mills concludes that this requires an awareness of
social structure and the ability to trace the links between the wider society and the lives of individuals. ‘To be
able to do that is to possess the sociological imagination.” (Mills 1970)

The Sociological consciousness

Sociologists study the social behaviour of people. But what kinds of questions do they ask? Peter Berger
suggests that sociology is based on a critical awareness of social life. Nothing is taken for granted and everything
is open to question. This awareness challenges everyday explanations and understanding, asking why people
think and behave in the way that they do and digging deep to find hidden motives, causes and consequences. In
Berger’s words:

‘It can be said that the first wisdom of sociology is this — things are not what they seem. Social reality has many
layers of meaning. The discovery of each new layer changes the perception of the whole.



Sociology is a distinctive way of thinking, a particular awareness of the nature of social life, an
unwillingness to accept the superficial and the apparently obvious. In short there is such a thing as the
‘sociological consciousness’. What appears on the surface to be true may not, after sociological
examination, actually be the full story. For example, the law in our society exists to protect us all. But the
sociologist is only too aware that other, alternative interpretations exist. Who makes the law? In whose
interests are laws made? Are all laws equally enforced? Questions such as these probe the apparent reality
and reveal all kinds of cross currents below the surface. Sociologists know there are important questions to
be asked of every aspect of society and of social life, taking nothing for granted and seeking understanding
of the meanings behind our social life.

To ask sociological questions then, presupposes that one is interested in looking some distance beyond the
commonly accepted or officially defined goals of human action. It presupposes a certain awareness that
human events have different levels of meaning, some of which are hidden from the consciousness of
everyday life. It may even presuppose a measure of suspicion about the way in which human events are
officially interrupted by the authorities, be they political, juridical or religious in character. The sociological
perspective can then be understood in terms of such phrases as “seeing through” or “looking behind”.

People who like to avoid shocking discoveries, who prefer to believe that society is just what they were
taught at school, who like the safety of rules should stay away from sociology. People who feel no
temptation before closed doors, who have no curiosity about human beings, who are content to admire
scenery without wondering about the people who live in those houses on the other side of that river,
should probably also stay away from sociology.’ (Adapted from Berger, 1966)



Week 1 Task B)

Read the next 8 slides and watch the videos to
learn more about Sociology A Level.



Year 1

Families and Households

Education with Methods
in Context

Research Methods

WATCH

‘Course outline

Year 2

Global Development
Crime & Deviance

Theory & Methods

A Level exams at the end of the 2
year:

3 x 2 hour written exams

(combination of short answers and
longer essays)


https://youtu.be/AO_S7iS3CEY



https://youtu.be/dILJnD4Ah4w



https://youtu.be/EnUtQBT0gPA
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https://youtu.be/g9an_O5H_as
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https://youtu.be/Uzm9XEOCXr4



https://youtu.be/Up9U2A8Wryw

Researches social problems and provides
solutions

Seeks social justice

Influences how we live
Advises governments

Involves debate and discussion
Inspires passion for the world

Can be life changing - personally and for
others



Sociology
Bridging 2

WEEK 2




Week 2 Task A) :

Look at the following 4 pictures and answer the
guestions.

(Each week, as well as the set task/s, you need to complete 1 hour of reading from the
Introductory chapter to Sociology AQA Year 1.)



THINKING LIKE A SOCIOLOGIST

1) Why do you think stop and
search powers are controversial?

2) People get a lot of their ideas
about crime from the media —
Explain whether you think TV
shows etc. can cause crime or not.

3) Explain what you think the
purpose of punishment should be.



THINKING LIKE A SOCIOLOGIST

1)Which pupils do you think are
most affected by school closures
and why?

2) Why do you think sociologists
might be concerned about
teacher predicted grades?

3) Other than an academic
education, Can you think of at
least 3 other functions that
schools provide their pupils?




THINKING LIKE A SOCIOLOGIST

1) What do you think has caused this
family to live here?

2) Find out what UNHCR stands for

3) Consider what impact being a
refugee can have on a family. Can
you think of 3 -5 short and long
term impacts.

4) Explain whether you think the
international community (other
countries and charities) has a role to
play in offering aid to people in other
countries.



THINKING LIKE A SOCIOLOGIST

1) What different roles within
the family do you think the
husband and wife have in this
family?

3) Other than raising children
what other roles do you think
the Family has in society?

4) Explain whether you think the
Family is an important
institution within society today.



Week 2 Task B :

On the following 2 slides we will explore issues of disability,
employment, poverty, austerity and identity.

Viewing warning: the second video has distressing elements and
hard to watch in places.

(Each week, as well as the set task/s, you need to complete 1 hour of reading from the
Introductory chapter to Sociology AQA Year 1.)



Disability and employment

Watch this video

Then, answer these questions:

1.

The medical model of disability is used by doctors to describe people with differences
from the norm, what do they literally mean by the term disabled?

By the use of the term disabled what sorts of activities are seen as being down to ‘bad
luck’?

In this model who has the responsibility for overcoming barriers in life?

The social model of disability comes from sociology and questions what the term
disability actually means, how is it qualitatively (meaningfully) different from the model
applied by doctors?

Why don’t disabled people, in work for example, reach their full potential according to
the social model?

What barriers do nearly all ‘disabled people’ face?

The disability discrimination act was introduced by Labour in 2005 — what must all
employers and buildings with public access do since then? (It’s in the video.)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=24KE__OCKMw&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR23H-BIWV8GlSH6pKWBSWqe4Cva9cagdk-9NjXX3WMpNcvcOoZTm6lnSXU

Disability, Austerity and Identity

Watch video here

Then, answer these questions:
1. Alex lives in inaccessible housing — how does this exacerbate her disability?

2. Alex needs four or five medicines a day, what effect has austerity had on her ability to
acquire them?

3. Austerity has meant that Alex no longer gets the sanitary wear that she needs, how do you
think this effects her self concept?

4, What could the government do for Alex that could improve her life in the long term?
5. Outline the skills Alex has got that any employer could make use of.
6. By using the social model of disability explain why Alex is having a very difficult life and is

living in poverty



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fbUqcc2bGs&fbclid=IwAR1FT_c-Tvtke-udOSMqs8Sk2fh1gqko2_ul_C5o4QufWFciU1sZSUGGFEs

Sociology
Bridging 2

WEEK 3




Week 3 Task
Perspectives challenge!

Pick a current controversial issue that you are interested in... for example:
* Lockdown rules and Dominic Cummings,

« foxhunting,

« private schools,

» legalising cannabis,

« capital punishment etc...

You need to find at least three different perspectives, (points of view), on
your chosen issue.

Present the different perspectives as a collage, Venn Diagram, cartoon
debate, mind map (any other way you like)

« OQOutline each perspective - explain their view. Can you find out why this
person/group hold this particular view? What has led them to think this
way? (e.g. religion, media, personal experience, family influence...)

« Show how they disagree/agree with each other and why.
* Draw conclusions on which perspective you most agree with and why



Sociology
Bridging 2

WEEK 4




Week 4 Task

The Essay! This is something | can’t wait to read!

Choose one of these:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

6)

‘The coronavirus will change UK society for the better.’
‘Globalisation is only ever a good thing.’

The individual person is more important than the group.’
‘Society can never be rid of racism’

‘The current teenage generation is the most open minded generation
there has ever been.’

‘Protesting is not the right way to achieve change in society.’

Werite approximately 1 — 2 sides of A4 discussing your statement. You should
try to present a balanced view on the statement and try to develop a
discussion between the views. You might be able to use examples or
statistics to support your points. You should try to come to a conclusion
where you make a firm view agreeing or not with the statement.




Sociology
Bridging 2

WEEK 5




Week 5 Task -

Creative week! This week choose one (or more) of the creative tasks

P owoNpe

v

Timeline of Education — Draw a history timeline of changes in educational policies.

Flipbook/Comic — Draw how school has changed in each decade in the UK (BBC2
iPlayer ‘Back to school’ series will help with this). |
Local crime diary — Use police.uk website to look at local crime in your area, keep a log
of which crime is most common and in which areas.

‘Cereal Packet’ Family — Take a cereal box, and turn it inside out. Draw or use

magazine cuttings to create a traditional ‘cereal packet’ family. (You’ll need to find out
what we mean by cereal packet family first!)

Family tree — Make a family tree of a celebrity or your own family, (BBC1 iPlayer ‘Who
do you think you are’ has some good examples). Can you find out and label the types of
family you draw? (e.g. nuclear, beanpole, single parent etc)

Sociology Timeline — Create a historical timeline of all the sociological approaches.

Sociology octopus — Create an octopus from a cardboard tube, then with string attach
to each ‘tentacle’ a different institution or group.

Make a puppet to illustrate structural or social action views (see p. 18)
Collage of the coronavirus — use newspaper cuttings, photos, screenshots from soc)vi_al\:_d_:,,/‘{ -
media to present the main stories and events from the last few months and the impact
on society. o
Whole World — research world maps (e.g. worldmapper.org) and present a range of ¥
different views of our world eg by wealth, health, education and other sociological=.....
topics

2 G o

Y- - FER
Sociological Timeline
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Appendix — note making

How do | make notes from the Introductory
chapter?

Things to copy:
Headings
. Definitions

Things to summarise and turn into bullet points:
. The main text - see next slide




Copy the
definitions
— create a
glossary
or flash
cards for
key terms
and their
meanings
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Para 1 as
notes:
Socialisation
-carried out
by agencies
e.g. family,
education,
religion,
media.

Para 3 as
notes:
These
agencies
influence
our identity
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| have copied the key terms and their definition

therefore | do not need to define and explain them

again when | use them in my notes.

Para 4 as
notes:

Whilst we are
socialised,
we also have
free will, we
are not

passive

victims of
socialisation




Note taking — Cornell notes

Another method is the Cornell note method (you can look this up on youtube)
In a nutshell it is this:

Divide your page up with a large area in the middle for the notes.
A summary space at the bottom
On the left space for key names/dates/key words

This method ensures you don’t copy out the text book and it helps you revise from
your notes. It’s a win-win model!

IName Date

1Sub;-:ct Page # ‘ PN
o TiHe: Cornell Notes

- |V—WW0?—D9} ® Quick notes

‘:rccoiz:m inotes column o Mbreviations

I | o Loy thoughts an.‘.akonwn s

| - @ from lecture 1

I |
| | | SUMMAR-Y
} ! G |

J

summary




The end!

| hope you have enjoyed this bridging work and
look forward to meeting you soon!

Mrs Gray



WA AT N RS A P

- |Aroducing
1 Sociology

This is an important chapter that introduces sociology and some of the key terms, ideas and socio-
logical approaches that are referred to throughout this book. It is therefore worth spending some
time on learning the main points covered.
Newcomers to sociology often have only quite a vague idea of what the subject is about, though
— they often have an interest in people. This interest is a good start, because the focus of sociology
is on the influences from society which shape the behaviour of people, their experiences and their
interpretations of the world around them. To learn sociology is to learn about how human societies
are constructed and where our beliefs and daily routines come from:; it is to re-examine in a new
light many of the taken-for-granted assumptions which we all hold, and which influence the way we
think about ourselves and others. Sociology is above all about developing a critical understanding
of society. In developing this understanding, sociology can itself contribute to changes in society,
for example by highlighting and explaining social problems like divorce, ill-health and poverty. The
study of sociology can provide the essential tools for a better understanding of the world we live in,
and therefore the means for improving it.

e —
What is sociology?

Sociology is the systematic (or planned and organized) study of human groups and social life in

Social institutions modern societies, It is concerned with the study of social institutions.

are the various These are the various organized social arrangements which are found in all societies. For
Jmiend oo0 example, the family is an institution which is concerned with arrangements for marriage, such as at
m&m what age people can marry, whom they can marry and how many partners they can have, and the
upbringing of children. The education system establishes ways of passing on attitudes, knowledge
and skills from one generation to the next. Work and the economic system organize the way the
production of goods will be carried out, religious institutions are concerned with people’s relations
with the supernatural, and the law is concerned with controlling and regulating the behaviour of
Social structure people in society. These social institutions make up a society’s social structure — the building

Immﬁ blocks of society. | nvicon 4 .
relationships that form Sociology tries to understand how these various social institutions operate, and how they relate

the 'bﬂdmbbdc o to one another, for example the way in which the family might influence how well children perform
society. in the education system. Sociology is also concerned with describing and explaining the patterns of
inequality, deprivation and conflict which are a feature of nearly all societies.
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Socialization is
the lifelong process of
eaming the culture of
any society.

The term culture
refers to the language,
peliefs, values and

orms, customs, dress,

diet, roles, knowledge

and skills which make

up the ‘way of life' of
any society.

Identity is
concerned with how
ndividuals see and
Jefine themselves and
now other people see
and define them.

:M

Some key introductory ideas

SOCIALIZATION, CULTURE AND IDENTITY

Socialization is the lifelong process by which people learn the culture of the society in which
they live. Socialization is carried out by agencies of socialization, such as the family, the educa-
tion system, religious institutions or the media. Culture is socially transmitted (passed on through
socialization) from one generation to the next.

Socialization plays a crucial part in forming our identities. Identity is about how we see and
define ourselves and how other people see and define us.

For example, we might define ourselves as gay, black, a Muslim, Welsh, English, a woman, a
student or a mother. Many aspects of our individual identities will be formed through the sociali-
zation process, with the family, friends, school, the media, the workplace and other agencies of
socialization helping to form our individual identities. Many chapters in this book refer to aspects
of this socialization process and the formation of our identities.

However, while lifelong socialization plays a very important part in forming our identities, indi-
viduals also have the free will to enable them to ‘carve out’ their own personal identities and influ-
ence how others see them, rather than simply being influenced by them. Individuals are not simply
the passive victims of the socialization process. While individual identities are formed by various
forces of socialization, the choices individuals and groups make and how they react to these forces
can also have an influence. For example, while the media might influence our lifestyles, attitudes
and values, and how we see ourselves and how others see us, individuals may also react to what they
read, see or hear in the media in different ways.

A woman from a minority ethnic background may define herself as black or Asian, but she may
also see herself mainly as a woman, a mother, a teacher or a Muslim. Similarly, we have some
choices in the consumption goods we buy, the clothes we wear, and the leisure activities we choose
to pursue. Through these choices, we can influence how others see us, and the image of ourselves
we project to them. Individuals may also have multiple identities, presenting different aspects of
themselves in different ways to different groups of people. People may therefore not adopt the same
identity all the time, and different people will see them in different ways.

g v | )
1 Suggest three ways, with examples, in which individuals learn the culture of society in
contemporary Britain.
2 Describe three factors, apart from the examples given, that others might use to define your
identity, such as your dress or taste in music. Explain your answer wlth examples.
3 Suggest three ways that individuals’ choices in consumer goods may influence how other people

4 Suggest reasons why people may have difficulty in getting other people to accept whatever

\ identity they wish to project to others. j

ROLES, ROLE MODELS AND ROLE CONFLICT

Roles are very like the roles actors play in a theatre or television series. Pfaupte in society play many
different roles in their lifetimes, such as those of a man or a woman, a child and an adx}lt. a student,
a parent, a friend, and work roles like factory worker, police officer or teacher. People in these roles
are expected by society to behave in particular ways. For example, police officers .whn steal or take
bribes, the teacher who is drunk in the classroom and the parent who neglects his or her child.ren'
are clearly not conforming to the ways society expects them to behave, and these examples show

how important such expectations of others are.
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Customs are norms which have lasted for a long time and have become a part of society’s
traditions - kissing under the mistletoe at Christmas, buying and giving Easter eggs or lighting
candles at Divali are typical customs found in Britain.

Values and norms are part of the culture of a society, and are learnt and passed on through
socialization. They differ between societies - the values and norms of an African tribe are very
different from those of people in modern Britain. They may also change over time and vary

i Aty ) B

Values and norms, and related customs and traditions, are embedded deeply within a society’s

culture. They include a large number of unwritten rules, some of which are tiny, and even trivial, but

they are nonetheless important aspects making up the familiar and taken-for-granted characteristics

of a society’s culture. These are learnt by most people through socialization, but behaviour which

passes for normal in one’s own culture may be considered unacceptable in others.

1 Go to the following links to four videos on YouTube which illustrate some cultural differences,
or do a search in YouTube for ‘HSBC ads’, or ‘cultural differences’. You may come across similar

videos in the same location, which you may also wish to view.

http://youtu.be/WcEfzHBOBQE
http://youtu.be/JK_NinOmFWw
http://youtu.be/8jrbu0lCWjk
http://youtu.be/v1wLQd53Ps

After viewing these videos: ¥ , :
2 Identify four differences in social norms, customs and traditions either between the different

countries of the UK (England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales) or between the UK and other

cultures. : _ ‘
Suggest four social norms that you think people raised in another culture might find odd if they

visited or came to live in the UK, . S :
4 Explain how the videos you have watched show the importance of socialization in helping people

3

\ to live together in society. //
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The upper class
consists of those who
are the main owners of

society's wealth,

The middle class
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non-manual work —
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are in some ways cut
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the rest of society.

Status sometimes
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Dut more '

50008 Introducing Sociology

/\ Owners of the means of production -
Upper class Upper class Marx's bourgeoisie: large industrialists,
J A— landowners and the aristocracy
""" —
Vpermiddieass <+ giglsonaloceupn o0 SUIORINN ) C155A/CLASS

Middle class
(non-manual CLASSB/CLASS 2
occupations)
CLASS C1/
CLASS3
non-manual
Al CLASS C2/
Working class CLASS 3 manual
(manual
occupations)
CLASS D/CLASS 4

T/« Unskilied manual occupations CLASS D/CLASS 5
/ Underclass Long-term unemployed, and other

groups excluded from full participation CLASS E
in society by their poverty

Figure 1.1 The class structure

@ The middle class is a large class, and refers to those in non-manual work — jobs which don't
involve heavy physical effort, and which are usually performed in offices and involve paper-
work or ICT (information and communication technology) of various kinds. Some argue that
those in the lowest levels of non-manual work, such as supermarket check-out operators and
those in routine office work, should really be included in the working class, as their pay and
working conditions are more like those of manual workers than like those of many sections of
the middle class.

¢ The working class is one of the largest social classes, referring to those working in manual
jobs —jobs involving physical work and, literally, work with their hands, like factory or labour-
ing work.

@ The underclass is a small class, and refers to a group of people who are right at the bot-
tom of the class structure, and whose poverty often excludes them from full participation in
society. The term ‘underclass’ is used in different ways, and is a controversial concept. It is

discussed more fully in chapter 7 on work, poverty and welfare.

Figure 1.1 illustrates the class structure of modern Britain, and is a guide to the use of the concept
of social class in this book.

Status

The term status is used in sociology in two main ways. It is often used to refer to the role someone
occupies in society, like a father, worker or consumer. It is also sometimes used to refer‘tn the
ranking of individuals in society according to the differing amounts of pres!:lge or respect given to
different positions by other members of that group or society - people’s social standing in the eyes
of others. Ascribed status is status given by birth or family background, which, in general, cannot
be changed by individuals. Examples of such status include a person'’s age, ethnic group, sex, or
place or family of birth, Achieved status refers to any social position or position of prestige that has
been achieved by an individual's own efforts, such as through education, skill and talent, promo-

tion at work and career success.
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Using the word list below, fill in the blanks in the following passage. Each dash represents one word.

identity social structure values
social control norms social mobility
status working class role conflict
value freedom ascribed status status
social class positive upper class
achieved status socialization objectivity
ethnicity roles underclass
minority ethnic group social institutions negative sanctions
| social classes deviance life chances
| gender social classes

| Sociology involves studying the social world, but as sociologists are themselves part of this social

| world, they need to take care that they look at things in a detached and impartial way. They should
approach research in an open-minded way, considering all the evidence before making up their

| minds. Thisis knownas . They should also try not to let their own beliefs and prejudices

influence their research. This is important if sociology is to be seen as something
more than newspaper journalism.

Society is constructed of a range of , like the family, religion, the education
system and the law. These make up the — the ‘building blocks’ of society.
Sociologists generally believe that people learn the culture of their society, and this learning process
is known as . For example, males and females often learn to behave in different ways. This

difference is knownas . The learning process influences the formation of the individual's
~ how they see and define themselves and how others see and define them.

refers to the shared culture of a social group which gives its members a common identity in some
ways different from that of other social groups. If a group has a cultural identity different from the
majority population of a society, such as black and Asian groups in Britain, it is known as a

Everyone in society is expected to behave in particular ways in particular situations, and these
patterns of expected behaviour are known as but sometimes these come into conflict with
each other, causing s

Every society has sets of guidelines for behaviour. ______ establish the important standards
about what is important in a society and what is right or wrong. _______ provide rules about how to
behave in particular situations.

People are encouraged to conform to these rules by __, which is carried out by a
range of rewards and punishments known as and . Non-conformity to
social rules is known as L :

B is a group of people who share a similar economic situation, and this
can have an important influence on their chances of obtaining the desirable, and avoiding the
undesirable, things in life - their . The two largest are the

——___and the middle class. The main owners of society's wealth are known as the :

— , while the very poorest group, which is excluded from full participation in society
by poverty, is known as the Sometimes people can move up or dnwn_ betmen ‘
—, and this is known as . Some people and some positions in society are
‘anked by others in terms of different amounts of prestige or respect, and this is known as

' this is given by birth or family background, it is known as - However, some
People can achieve their through their own individual efforts and talents. This is known as

—

@Iuﬁan to this activity can be found on the teachers’ pages of www.politybooks.com/browne. /
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There are two main varieties of structuralism: functionalism (consensus structuralism) and
Marxism (conflict structuralism),

Functionalism (consensus ﬁlrufturulism]

Functionalism is most closely associated with the work of the French sociologist Emile Durkheim
(1858-1917) and the American Talcott Parsons (1902-79), who are referred to in various parts
of this book. Functionalism sees society built up and working like the human body, made up of
interrelated parts which function for, or contribute to, the maintenance of society as a whole. For
example, in order to understand the importance of the heart, lungs and brain in the human body,
we need to understand what function or purpose each carries out and how they work together in
providing and maintaining the basic needs of human life, Similarly, functionalists argue that any
society has certain functional prerequisites (certain basic needs or requirements) that must be
met if society is to survive, These include the production of food, the care of the young and the
socialization of new generations into the culture of society. Social institutions like the family or
education exist to meet these basic needs, in the same way as we have to have a heart and lungs to
refresh our blood and pump it around our bodies.

Just as the various parts of the human body function in relation to one another and contribute to
the maintenance of the body as a whole, so, according to functionalist sociology, social institutions
meet functional prerequisites, maintaining the social system and order and stability in society. In
this view, social institutions like the family, education and work are connected and function in rela-
tion to one another for the benefit of society as a whole. Stability in society is based on socialization
into norms and values on which most people agree. These shared norms and values are known as
avalue consensus. Itis this value consensus which functionalists believe maintains what they see
as a peaceful, harmonious society without much conflict between people and groups.

. =
Try to think of all the connections or links you can between the following institutions — for el
example, how what happens in the family may influence what happens at school and education
achievement: s i
® the family and the education system _ N
® the family and the workplace
( education and the workplace )

Marxism (conflict structuralism)
The term Marxism comes from the work of Karl Marx, who lived from 1818 to 1883.

Base and superstructure Marx believed that the economy was the driving force in s?ciety. and it
was this that determined (or influenced) the nature of social institutions, and people’s values and

beliefs, Marxism sees the structure of society divided into two main parts, illustrated in figure 1.2.

1 The economic base, or infrastructure, which underpins and determines everything else in soci-

ety; this consists of:
-W the means of production, like the land, factories, raw materials, technology and labour

necessary to produce society's goods.
the relations of production: the relations, such as shared ownership or private owner-

between those involved in production; who controls production; and the relationship

b e.g. whether people are forced to work, like slaves, or

between owners and non-owners,

aid for their work. '
2 T?wI:upemrucmre. which includes society's social institutions, such as the family, education,

the media, religion and the political system, and beliefs and values (ideology), which Marx saw
as primarily determined (or influenc ed) by the economic system.
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The interests of these two classes are therefore totally opposed, and this generates conflict between
the two social classes (class conflict). Marx believed this class conflict would affect all areas of life.
'heruling class  Marx argued that the owning class was also a ruling class. For example, because
they owned the means of production, the bourgeoisie could decide where factories should be
located, and whether they should be opened or closed down, and they could control the workforce
through hiring or firing, Democratically elected governments could not afford to ignore this power

of the bourgeoisie, otherwise they might face rising unemployment or other social problems if the
bourgeoisie decided not to invest its money.

Dominantideology Marx believed the ruling or dominant ideas in any society, what he called the
dominant ideology, were those of the owning class (hence it is sometimes also called ruling class
\declogy) and the major institutions in society reflected those ideas,

For example, the law protected the interests of the owning class more than it did those of the
workers; religion acted as the ‘opium of the people’, persuading the working class to accept their
position as just and natural (rather than rebelling against it), by ‘drugging’ them and inducing
hallucinations of future rewards in heaven for putting up with their present suffering; the bour-
geoisie's ownership of the media meant only their ideas were put forward. In this way, the workers
were almost brainwashed into accepting their position. They failed to recognize they were being
exploited and therefore did not rebel against the bourgeoisie. Marx called this lack of awareness by
the working class of their own interests false consciousness.

Revolution and communism However, Marx thought that one day the circumstances would
arise in which the workers did become aware of their exploitation. They would develop class con-
sclousness (an awareness of their real interests and their exploitation) and would join together to
act against the bourgeoisie through strikes, demonstrations and other forms of protest. This would
eventually lead to a revolution against and overthrow of the bourgeoisie. The means of production
would then be put in the hands of the state and run in the interests of everyone, not just of the
bourgeoisie. Marx foresaw this leading to a new form of society which he called communism. This
new communist society would be an equal society, in which the means of production would be
the common property of all, and would be without exploitation, without classes and without class
conflict.

Marx therefore saw society based on the exploitation of one large class by a small group of
owners, creating social classes with opposing interests, and inequalities of wealth and power in
society. Rather than seeing society functioning harmoniously as the functionalists do, Marxists see
society based on conflict between rival social classes (class conflict) with social institutions serving
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Figure 1.3 A summary of the
Marxist view of society
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nism (Interactionism)

Symbolic | reractionism, commonly referred to as simply ‘interactionism’ is a social action per-
teractionism is spective particularly concerned with understanding human behaviour in face-to-face situations,
I perspective and how individuals and situations come to be defined or classified in particular ways. This is
known as labelling. It is also concerned with the consequences for individual behaviour of such

ot definitions, since people will behave according to the way they see situations. For example, the soci-
tuations ologist's task is to understand the point of view and experience of, say, the disillusioned and hostile
lividuals student who hates school, as well as of the teachers and others who label him or her as ‘deviant’,
Sociologists should try to understand how and why teachers classify some students as deviant, and
what happens to the behaviour of those students once they have been classified in that way.

M

URATION: A MIDDLE WAY BETWEEN STRUCTURE AND

Labelling refers to
fining a person or [n real life, society is probably best understood using a mixture of both structural and action
a certain way — approaches. In other words, constraints from social institutions, like the family, work (and the
Cuar type’ of income it does or doesn’t produce), the law and education, limit and control the behaviour of
individuals or groups, and have important influences on the formation of individual and group
identities. However, individuals can, within limits, make choices within those structures and act
accordingly. For example, the school is part of the education system - a social structure, Young
people are constrained (forced) by law to go to school, and that school continues to exist even after
generations of young people have come and gone. It therefore has an existence separate from the
individuals who attend that school at any one time, That structure continues only so long as people
support the law and agree to attend school - if everyone stopped sending their children to school,
the system would either have to be changed or it would collapse. This shows human beings create
and reinforce, or can change or destroy, these structures.

If we take a particular school or group of schools, while they are constrained by the demands of
the national curriculum, the laws on education and the income they have, what happens within
each individual school is controlled to some degree by the people closely connected to it - gover-
nors, students, teachers and parents. If attendance is poor, behaviour dreadful, teaching quality
inadequate, exam results a catastrophe, and the school has a weak or incompetent headteacher,
we may see this as a failing school. It might be inspected by Ofsted (the Office for Standards in

Education, Children's Services and Skills), and officially classified as a school requiring ‘special
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der or ethnicity. Society is fragmenting into a
«itv of interests and lifestyles, and is so con-
tic. This means that societies can no longer
yries or grand stories (called metanarratives —
which seek to explain society as a whole. In any
theory — no explanation is any better than any

f different points of view of equal value.
social constraints on people that structuralist
empbhasis is on individuals as consumers, making

t to be. People are free to make choices about their life-
o other people. Postmodern society involves a media-

_fém’inist
feminist

® postmodernist
nt to women, bring about a ¢
female NG Ut a complete female

ly surprising, given
o ntry’s wealth, 3
ere must be more free childcare

most of the housework an " paid employment,

d Ch“dcafE and E&t

B 10 speed up before it turns

g rd'”i’-‘r understand such beh i Others

aviour, you

g a well-traj
0 trained and qualified labo

b von't rock the boat ang complain

is an approach tt
stresses that so
is changing so rap
and constantly thé
is marked by cha
uncertainty and

and is fragmente

into many differef
groups, interests @

lifestyles.

A metanarrative |
a broad all-embraci
‘big theory' (literal
a 'big story’) or
explanation for ha
societies operaté




- : T

(k) A person’s identity is purely a matt
like their class, gender or ethnicif

M
behave. To understand
(m) Women will never achi

(0) Although girls now
sure that any obsta
()
(q) Some students ar
bothering.
The welfare s
and are

saturated consumer culture in
chosen from a limitless rar




The Change4L.ife
campaign Is one |
example of a social
policy which sge

to address snc!al
problems (in this
case, obesity and
unhealthy lifestyles)

: ocial policy solutions needed Bial policy refd
4 n;::lglm]:;g;?s;:::ri:ur Edl':caﬁunal failure. Social to the packages of
ions tlaken to solve social problems or achieve other ne’
usually adopted by national and local Fuvement or o=
easures taken to solve social problems like obesity n.nd s
a healthier nation, such as the Change4Life campaflgn on
e the educational performance of boys compared to girls.
social issues that aren't social problems, like the improved
2 system, or why the birth rate is declining and why people

Xplain social events and to contribute to the understanding and
social policy solutions adopted, which makes it such a worth-

\RY AND REVISION CHECKLIST
, you should be able to:

® explain what is meant b
Perspective, and identi
the structuralist appro

Y a sociological
fy the main features of

: aches of functionalism and
Marxism, and the social action or interpretivist

approaches, including symbolic Interactionism.

explain what is meant by structuration and how
It provides a midd|e way between structural and
action perspectives.
_ A explain their explain the variety of feminist Perspecti :
Pectives, and the
ding human behaviour in features of the New Right approach in sociology
me of the features of POstmodernism.
® explain what is meant by, and the

€N, a sociologica) problem
lem, and the contribution of soc

diffe rences

and a social prob-
Iology to socia| policy.
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