KS3: Animal Stories
THE ONE DOLLAR HORSE
Lauren St John

A thriller set in the equestrian world
about making the impossible possible,
about reaching the top on a one dollar
horse.
AR: 6.3 336 pages

SAMPHIRE SONG
Jill Hucklesby

Fourteen-year-old Jodie, a geeky loner
dealing with family problems, forges a
bond with her new horse, Samphire, but
must find and rescue him when he goes
missing
AR: 7.0 304 pages

THE WINTER HORSES

WAR HORSE

Philip Kerr

Michael Morpurgo

Kalinka, a Ukrainian Jewish girl on the
run from the Nazis, finds unlikely help
from two rare Przewalski horses. The
plot contains violence associated with
the time period.

In England, Albert is growing up on a
Devon farm with his young horse Joey.
However Albert, Joey and many other
people will be drawn into the nightmare
of war as they all struggle to survive in
the blasted wilderness of the Western
Front.

AR: 6.1 288 pages

HEARTLAND SERIES

AR: 5.9 208 pages

Lauren Brooke

SHADOW

Fifteen-year-old Amy lives in Virginia
on a horse ranch caller Heartland,
where she, friends and family heal and
help abused or mistreated horses. 25
books in the series.

Michael Morpurgo

AR: 4.2 to 5.5

This book tells the story of an Afghan
asylum seeker: the perils he faced in his
homeland, the dog who led him to
safety and the fight to have him released
from an immigration removal centre.
AR: 4.9 440 pages

BLACK BEAUTY
Anna Sewell

Black Beauty is born in a beautiful
meadow and cared for by gentle
humans; but life takes him far from
home, from the stable of a gentleman,
to gruelling work as a cab horse.
Where will Black Beauty's journey lead
him next?

GORILLA DAWN
Gill Lewis

Imara has been abducted by a rebel
group. When Bobo is brought to the
camp, Imara becomes involved in a plan
to save the baby gorilla from being sold
into captivity.
AR: 4.4 319 pages

AR: 7.7 146 pages
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KS3: Animal Stories
THE WHITE GIRAFFE
Lauren St John
After a fire kills her parents, eleven-year
-old Martine must leave England to live
with her grandmother on a wildlife
reserve in South Africa, where she
befriends a mythical white giraffe.
AR: 6.2 208 pages

SOLDIER DOG
Sam Angus
Stanley is a dog handler, working in the
trenches during the First World War. As
the fighting escalates, and Stanley experiences the true horror of war, he comes to
realise that the loyalty of his dog is the
only thing he can rely on.
AR: 6.0 275 pages

VARJAK PAW
S F Said
Guided by the spirit of his legendary
Mesopotamian ancestor, Jalal, Varjak
Paw, a pure-bred cat, leaves his home
and pampered existence and sets out to
save his family from the evil Gentleman
who took their owner, the Contessa,
away.
AR: 3.8 256 pages

THE CALL OF THE WILD
Jack London
Rugged outdoor story of a sled dog,
Buck, who is mistreated by his master
before breaking free to roam the Alaskan
wilderness.
AR: 8.0 192 pages

THE 101 DALAMATIANS
Dodie Smith
All over England, Dalmatian puppies are
disappearing. It is up to Pongo and
Missis, a couple of Dalmatians, to save
their own missing puppies. Fortunately,
they have Mr and Mrs Dearly and all the
country’s dogs to aid their search.
AR: 5.4 288 pages
KASPAR, PRINCE OF CATS
Michael Morpurgo

Kaspar, a cat brought to the Savoy from
Russia by a Countess, becomes the only
cat to survive the sinking of the Titanic.
AR: 5.2 224 pages

THE GREAT ESCAPE
Megan Rix
After Robert and Lucy leave their beloved pets behind and are evacuated from
London, the frightened animals are taken
away to be put down. Buster, Tiger and
Rose make a daring escape to find the
people they love.
AR: 5.7 212 pages
CHARLOTTE’S WEB
E.B. White
In this endearing story, a little girl and
Charlotte, a beautiful grey spider,
struggle to save Wilber the pig from
being butchered.
AR: 4.4 252 pages
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