KS3: WW II Stories
GRANDPA’S GREAT ESCAPE
David Walliams
An exquisite portrait of the bond
between a small boy and his beloved
Grandpa—this book takes readers on an
incredible journey with Spitfires over
London and Great Escapes through the
city in an adventure full of comedy and
heart.
AR: 5.2 352 pages

GOODNIGHT MISTER TOM
Michelle Magorian
Young Willy Beech is evacuated to the
country. A sad, deprived child, he begins
to flourish under the care of old Tom
Oakley—but his new found happiness is
shattered by a summons from his mother
back in London.
AR: 5.1 384 pages

THE BOOK THIEF
Marcus Zusak
1939, Nazi Germany. The country is
holding its breath. Death has never been
busier. Liesel, a nine-year-old girl, is
living with a foster family on Himmel
Street. This is her story and the story of
the inhabitant of her street when the
bombs begin to fall.
AR: 5.1 560 pages

ONCE
Morris Gleitzman
After living in a Catholic orphanage for
nearly four years, a naïve Jewish boy runs
away and embarks on a dangerous journey across Nazi-occupied Poland to find
his parents. Contains description of
violence.
AR: 4.1 160 pages

THE AMAZING STORY OF
ADOLPHUS TIPS
Michael Morpurgo
A tale of courage, set against the backdrop of the Second World War, about
an abandoned village , a lifelong friendship and one very adventurous cat.
AR: 6.1 288 pages
HERO ON A BICYCLE
Shirley Hughes
In 1944, Florence Italy is occupied by the

Germans. Paolo and his sister Constanza
are desperate to fight the occupation.
But what can they do against a whole
army with only a bicycle to help them?
AR: 6.0 244 pages

WINTER’S BULLET
William Osborne
Tygo is forced by the Nazis to loot abandoned Dutch homes for valuables. He is
despised by everyone, but it’s the only
way he can keep his family alive. But
when he discovers a girl up a chimney, he
refuses to give her up.
AR: 5.7 209 pages
THE SILVER SWORD
Ian Serallier
It was only a paper knife, but it became
the symbol of hope and courage for four
starving and deserted children during
their perilous journey from Nazi
occupation of Poland to Switzerland.
AR: 5.5 208 pages
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